of their troops had been drawn off to oppose Have--
lock's advance into Oudh. There were heavy showers
of rain throughout the day. A single shower was
welcome since it cooled the air, but continual rain
was followed by a suffocating humidity, while the
nights were often cold enough to make the sentries
shiver in their wet clothes.   That afternoon the
enemy's bridge of boats  across  the  Gumti was
cannonaded from the entrenchment and broken up.
At midnight it was reported that four hundred of the
enemy had forced their way into the cliurchyard,
which was one of the weakest points in the defences.
The Brigadier was turned out at once, but it proved
to be a false alarm. Mrs Inglis used to fear that the
constant strain and the lack of rest would break
her husband down, but he always seemed cheerful
when they met.
Mrs Inglis had a new anxiety now, for Caroline
Dickson had been sent to bed with smallpox, and it
seemed likely that Mrs Case, who was better but
still very weak, would catch it from her. It was a
relief to find, as time went on, that, although they
lived at such close quarters, not one of the party was
infected. Mrs Inglis found it a blessing to have so
much of her time taken up by the children, who
were still keeping pretty well. Sometimes in leisure
moments she read aloud to the others, but they all
found it so hard to think of anything outside the
entrenchment that in the end the readings'" were
given up.
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